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Process and Timeline 

30 March 2019 
Brexit 

23-26 May 
EP election 

09 May 
EUCO on future of 

EU in Sibiu, RO 

Dec - Jan 
Conventions of EP 

political groups  
(Manifesto + 

Spitzenkandidaten) 

Before summer 
First plenary of 

newly elected EP 
September 

New EP starts 
work 

+ Scrutiny of 
new EC 

September-
November 

New EC starts work 

2018 2019 
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April - May 
Height of media 
attention on EP 

campaign 

Future of Europe 

EP elections 

New Commission 

Targets/EU LTS 

Jan - May 
Spitzenkandidaten 

Tour 

September 
UNSG climate 
summit in NY 

November 
COP25 



EP election - process 

• Takes place 23-26 May 2019 
 
 

• Procedural and constitutional changes - February plenary 
– (1) Reduction of MEPs from 751 to 705 
– (2) No transnational lists - no support of EPP 
– (3) Spitzenkandidat practice remains - (EP political groups to 

appoint Commission president candidate) 
– (4) Seat redistribution post-Brexit 

• 2017/2054(INL) - European Parliament resolution of 7 February 2018 
on the composition of the European Parliament 

• UK seats: 46 reserve for possible EU enlargement 
• 27 to rebalance country share 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT%2bTA%2bP8-TA-2018-0029%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0//EN&language=EN


Spitzenkandidaten 
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MEP Scorecards 

 



CHALLENGES 



Post-Brexit rebalancing of seats 



Low turnout 



Euroskepticism 



Climate vs security (MS) 

(Source: Eurobarometer, Autumn 2017) 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/STANDARD/surveyKy/2143


Climate vs security (EU) 

(Source: Eurobarometer, Autumn 2017) 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/STANDARD/surveyKy/2143


Objectives, target groups and messengers 

Objectives 
• Raise the issue of climate ambition in the EP election campaign 
• Increase awareness on the need to increase climate ambition 
• Influence the future EP configuration + Commission workplan 
 
 - What about voter turnout? Explaining EU/promoting multilateralism? 
 
Target groups 
• MEPs, EU political groups, national parties… 
• EU citizens (which constituents?) 
• Media (Brussels-based, national, regional…) 
• Spitzenkandidaten 

 
 - What about MS governments (link to national elections (BE)? Others? 

 
Messengers/alliances 
• Green10 
• Pan-European networks 
• Youth groups 
• Other constituencies (trade unions, churches, businesses…)? 



Thank you for your attention! 

klaus@caneurope.org 


