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EU - non-EU

EU as potential hook for work in other countries; 
though separate processes exist:

 Energy Community Climate Action working group
 UK: Climate Change Commission
 Switzerland: New Climate Law
 ...

 Interesting to see how different dynamics can support 
each other

 This presentation focuses on the EU – but want to 
know and engage in all



2020 -2030 - 2050

 Attention needs to be given to unavoidable issue of 
competition between focusing on short- and/or 
longer-term ambition

 Two key messages:
 IPCC: early action is crucial
 Need to learn from the past 



IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C









Looking back: 2020 targets

 May 2007: EU agrees 20% target for 2020 + condition 
commitment to increase to 30%

 December 2009: Copenhagen COP15 not delivering
 May 2010 & February 2012: Commission papers on 

options to move to 30%
 December 2012: CAN Europe + Commissioner 

Hedegaard stating current policies lead to 27%



EU greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions 2005-2014
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Looking back: 2030 targets

 March 2013: Commission Green paper on 2030
 February 2014: Commission Communication: 40% by 

2030
 October 2014: European Council “at least” 40% by 

2030
 February 2015: Environment Council: NDC: at least 

40% by 2030
 December 2015: COP21 & Paris Agreement



GHG emission reductions 2005-2016
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Where are we with 2020 targets?

 No debate at EU level
 Did we lose/got distracted?
 Still overshooting?

 Yes at EU level
 Not in some countries for certain targets (both 

EU binding and voluntary - eg. Germany)
 How to expose failure without undermining broader 

narrative that we can do more?:
 Show that EU is overachieving
 Focus on solutions: yes we can



Where are we with 2030 target 
revision?

1. UN process
2. EU process
3. Long-Term Strategy
4. Bottom-up approach
5. Sectoral approach
6. Member States
7. Timeline & opportunities
8. Messages



UN process
 

 Hooks and deadlines:

 Paris COP decision: re-submission by 2020 (9 
months before COP26): April 2020 (real 
deadline December 2020)

 UN Secretary General Climate Summit:    
September 2019 (too early?/how to use?)



EU process

 No process yet - Environment Council agreed: 
communicate or update NDC by 2020

 Assumption to have similar process as in 2014: not a 
legislative file:

 Council conclusions: consensus
 European Parliament not needed
 European Council October 2014 insisted Heads 

of State and Government have final say on 
numbers

 Unclear when the Commission would launch a 
proposal – likely after adoption LTS (or as part of it?)



Assumed process



Long-term Strategy

 Also part of Paris Agreement (submit long-term low 
greenhouse gas emissions development strategies by 
2020)

 Requested by European Council March 2018
 Commission to present draft on 28 November:

 Commission Communication (doc for UNFCCC)
 Staff Working Document
 Background numbers

 First discussion by HOSG: May 2019 (Sibiu, Romania)
 Final discussion? (before UNSG Summit?)



Long-Term Strategy: options
 Commission insists it will present 3 options – will they 

show a preference for net zero by 2050?
 Options fully in line with 80-95% pre-Copenhagen 

position (and Commission claims all in line with Paris 
Agreement):

 -80% by 2050, through 1 of 5 pathways 
(efficiency; renewables; circular economy; 
hydrogen; e-fuels)

 net zero by 2070: combining all 5 pathways above
 net zero/-95% by 2050: combining all 5 + lifestyle 

changes + negative emissions (more negative 
emissions could reduce the 95%)



Share LULUCF Removals of 1990 
emissions
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Long-Term Strategy: concerns (1)

 In line with Paris Agreement? Compatible with IPCC 
1.5°C pathways?

 How to react to promotion of one technology only? 
And how to reconcile with exclusion of certain 
technologies?

 Sufficient attention for lifestyle changes – and how 
to do this?

 Realistic about negative emissions (technologies)? 
Increase? Accounting rules?



Long-Term Strategy: concerns (2)

 Commission's strategy to achieve net zero by 2050 
through being silent about 2030 implications: can we 
take the risk? How can we support 2030 within such a 
strategy? Can we adapt messages to actual state of 
debate in specific countries?

 Does the strategy indicate full potential of all 
solutions? Does it indicate full potential of all policies 
and measures?



Bottom-up
 
 NECPs

 National long term strategies and net zero dates

 Coal phase out & other fossil fuels/sectors

 Cities and regions: value? Communication?

 How to link national dynamics with EU target debate?



Sectoral approach

 New energy targets: 32% RES and 32,5% EE lead to 
-45% greenhouse gas emissions

 Other sectors
 Transport: CO2 standards debate
 Industry: energy intensive industry
 Agriculture?
 Forestry: Nature4Climate/CLARA



Member States



Timeline & Opportunities (1)
 People's Climate Case (2018-2019)

 Get Court to oblige Commission to draft new 
increased legislation

 EU Budget (2018-2019-2020)
 Link higher ambition to increased funding
 Increase climate earmarking
 Making budget climate proof

 NECPs and national long term strategies
 Draft NECPs by end 2018
 Commission assessment Q1 2019
 Final draft and LTS: end 2019



Timeline & Opportunities (2)
 Climate Vulnerable Forum Virtual Summit (22-

23/11/18)
 Activity in European Parliament
 Pressure on Commission

 COP24 (2-14/12/18)
 Get Ministers to support increasing ambition

 Canete/Sefcovic Member States tour on long term 
strategy (Q1 2019)

 Sibiu Summit (European Council)
 Discuss (or agree?) long term strategy



Timeline & Opportunities (3)
 European Parliament Elections (23-26/5/2019)

 Get MEPs to support higher ambition and 
commit to take initiative

 Installation new European Commission (09-10/2019)
 Get new Commissions/President to support 

higher ambition (eg. Stubb: net zero by 2045)
 UN Secretary General Climate Summit (09/2019)

 Momentum?
 Joint EU-China initiative?

 COP25 (Brazil?)



Timeline & Opportunities (4)

 TYNDP – 1.5°C compatible scenarios (03/2020)
 Showcase potential

 Deadline re-submission 2030 target to UNFCCC
 COP26 (UK?)



Messages & Messengers

 Paris Agreement
 Urgency/1.5°C/IPCC
 Positive: opportunities/co-benefits: economics – 

health – jobs
 Just Transition
 EU leadership
 Overshooting current targets

 Other messengers: businesses – investors - trade 
unions – cities and regions – scientists – youth – 
health practitioners – consumers - ...



EU leadership?



Final questions
 UN Processes (TD/UNSG/re-submission): 

 Are these real opportunities? And how to use them?
 Communications: 

 Messages? Messengers? 
 Strategy?

  EP elections: how to use them? New Commission?
 Green Growth Group:

 What role? & How to mobilise as a group?
 Long-term strategy:

 How to ensure synergy with 2030 debate?
 What focus?

 Non-EU: how to ensure benefits between processes?
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