1 March 2016
To: EU Heads of State and Government, Climate and Environment Ministers, the European Commission and
the European Parliament
Statement from the Coalition for Higher Ambition
The momentum and political good will that we witnessed at the Paris Climate Summit was truly remarkable.
Thanks in large part to Europe's leadership the world has adopted the first ever global legally binding
agreement, which will frame international climate action post 2020. In Paris, countries agreed to hold the
increase in global average temperature “to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to
limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels”, as well as to bring greenhouse gas
emissions down to net zero during the second part of this century.
As businesses, cities, regions, investors, trade unions, civil society groups and other stakeholders we have
demonstrated that we are ready to play our part in support of the objectives of the Paris Agreement. Over
1200 stakeholders have signed the ‘Paris Pledge for Action’, promising to act in order to ensure that the
ambition set out in the Paris Agreement is met.
However, our commitment to act will not be sufficient without an indication from Europe’s leaders that they
will continue to show the leadership that was so critical in Paris and act to transform the Paris outcomes into
reality. What we need to see now is the development of a robust European policy framework, which will allow
the EU to become a zero carbon economy. We need Europe to stimulate long-term investments in low carbon
technologies, in particular energy efficiency and renewable energy, as well as in sustainable agriculture and
the protection and restoration of our ecosystems. We need Europe to develop an innovative European market
that will allow all European leaders, citizens and workers to benefit in terms of good quality jobs, sustainable
growth, improved competitiveness and better public health, while ensuring a just transition for the workforce.
We also need Europe to continue to show international leadership by securing early ratification of Paris and
working with other countries to support their delivery of the Paris Agreement.
2016 is a critical year for the implementation of the Paris Agreement as well as the Sustainable Development
Goals through the development of EU legislation that will bring the EU’s 2030 climate and energy package to
life. There is a real risk that the current level of ambition of legislation on the table is going to damage Europe’s
chances of reaching the goals of the Paris Agreement. Put simply, Europe’s 2030 legislative agenda risks
locking-in lower ambition.
We therefore call on Europe’s leaders to:





Ensure that Europe's ambition is consistent with the Paris Agreement and that we have a clear
pathway set to 2050, which is at the upper end of the 80-95% range.
Guarantee that 2030 and 2050 greenhouse gas reductions targets are in line with the science, the well
below 2 degrees and 1.5 degree long term goals, building on the over achievement of the EU’s 2020
emissions reductions target. This will set the tone for the 2018 first global stocktake.
Address the “at least’’ 40% domestic greenhouse gas emissions reduction target for 2030 (taking into
consideration current progress). This will strengthen the EU’s strategy towards a low-carbon economy
if underpinned by consistent and coherent binding targets and measures to support the deployment of
low carbon technologies especially energy efficiency and renewable energy.





Ensure that upcoming climate and energy legislation1 is aligned with delivering a growing, low-carbon,
sustainable, socially fair and climate resilient Europe. This includes all relevant EU legislation on the EU
Emissions Trading System, emissions from buildings, transport, agriculture and forests, renewable
energy, energy efficiency and the EU's budget. This should include review clauses in all legislative
proposals that allow for immediate implementation of any increase of the overall 2030 target in order
to avoid locking in lower ambition.
Work closely with businesses, cities, regions, investors, civil society groups and trade unions who have
shown their commitment to transform the Paris Agreement into reality

As major organisations across Europe we call upon you to continue to show the leadership credentials that
were so critical in driving the High Ambition Coalition at COP21.
We look forward to working with you to ensure that the EU’s delivery of the Paris Agreement is set in motion
in such a way that it will help us plan, invest properly and collectively set the EU on the right path in order to
make the transition to a low emission and climate resilient economy inevitable, irreversible and irresistible.
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Including the ETS Directive, the Effort Sharing Decision, the Energy Efficiency Directive and Energy Performance in Buildings Directive; the
Renewables Directive; the new Transport package; the Heating and Cooling Strategy, decisions around land-based emissions (LULUCF), the
Multiannual Financial Framework and the Capital Markets Union.

Signatories
Acciona
Águas de Portugal
ACT Alliance EU
Anglian Water
Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen
British Energy Efficiency Federation
BT
Carbon Market Watch
CARE International
CDP
Centre for Transport And Environment (CDE) Czech Republic
Change Partnership
Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe
Climate Alliance of European Cities with Indigenous Rainforest Peoples
Dong Energy
Doosan Babcock
DSM
Entidad Nacional de Auditores y Certificadores
Energéticos (ENACE)
E.ON SE
EuroACE
Euroheat & Power
European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE)
European Copper Institute
European Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ECEEE)
European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
European Geothermal Energy Council (EGEC)
European Industrial Insulation Foundation (EIIF)
European Insulation Manufacturers Association
(Eurima)
European Solar Thermal Industry Federation (ESTIF)
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)
E3G
Ferrovial
GEN Europe
Gorenje Surovina d.o.o
Greenpeace
Health And Environment Alliance (HEAL)
Health Care Without Harm Europe
Heathrow
Iberdrola
IEA DSM Task 24
Inter-Environnement Wallonie (IEW)
Interface
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Kingfisher
Klima-Allianz Deutschland
Koalicja Klimatyczna Poland
Legambiente Italy
Milieudefensie Nederland
Mouvement Ecologique Luxembourg
National Energy Conservation Agency (NAPE) Poland
Nature Friends International (NFI)
Philips
Plan B za Slovenijo - network of non-governmental organisations for sustainable development
Quercus Portugal
Reseau Action Climat (RAC) France
Rockwool
Sandbag
SEO Birdlife Spain
Skanska
Sky

Stora Enso
Sustainable Development Initiatives (DVI) Lithuania
Terra Mileniul III Romania
The B Team
The Danish 92 Group
The Prince of Wales's Corporate Leaders Group
Transport & Environment (T&E)
Unilever
WWF
Zero - Associacao Sistema Terrestre Sustentavel Portugal
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